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A WAR HERO AND SAINTLY MARTYR.

On Easter- Sunday,l64g, the emall nmisgion church of Fort Ste Marie

1,

begt =22 to decoration was overflowing with devout worshipers

get Yo its

m

exultant with joy over the glorious Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus FRom
the grave. It was holding & solemn Divine Service at which cne hundred
and twenty newly made Chricstians from the preceding day, were admitted
to the Sacred Banquet of the TLord for the firgt time in their lives,
making thue their Firct Holy Communion coineide withd their first Easter
duty. That wae at the epoch of glorious achlievement in the field of apos
tolate amongst e Huronyg' .

But the great pity for this worthy indian nation is that thie happy
and prosperous neriod of its religioms history had bern go soon a m;ma

of the past. It came to a most lamentable end & few years later in 1649,

‘the year of ite complete collapse as & nation, brought about by the. fate

of a most sanguinary wade.coceiocosecoane
Among this representative group of neophytes of that Faster-8unday
Just mentionned-worthy discinles of such Apostles as de Brereuf, Daniel,

Talement.etc... the most conspicueus of al¥$as Ahateistari,surnamed EU-

.

gtache at hie baptism...the hero of thie narrative...
Ahatsigta¥Nri, by hie warring exploits previous t%hie baptiem had gained

for himeself a leependary fame,and now as a christian,he wag, during the
the short time he Wed olferword -~ = ,to illustrate himeelf by

& singuler ardor in the service of God,by hig devotedness to the Miss-
ionariers and hig fearlegs attitude under the firee of the Iroquois, in
Whlch he exvlrﬁd‘Wﬁhall the caintly dispositions of a true martyr of
Chrie ‘



mThe Reletion ¢f the time 98F
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s of him: "Son courage et les ex-
ploite qu'il accomplit tous 1es ang le font pesger pour le plus
grand guedrrier qul ccit dane tout le ncys"

;7 gallant deedg

The description that folleows of two of his man
ve

in war ghall suffice to gi hige valour ag a warrior...

4]

"Tege thar ~ne year ago", saye the Relation 6% the time, "while
in campaign, hazard placed him in canfrog@ion with an army of three
hund red Iroquoig. He fought then with only fifty men under hig com-
mand. Ag goon gs Ahnteilstari began to shoot, %the Iroquois warriore
took to flight, Seized with fright, ce 1% the arrowe coming forth
fyrom +he Huron chief's bow had been s0 nmany ignite shafte hitting them,
cuch were their swiftness and directness. Those who nercisted in reegi-
sting, gained tut being caught a¢ prisoneers Dby the vailquishing hero
who brought them in bonde to hise country...

I-ter in the same secugon while in a crulse on the big lake
that lies between his country and that of the Iroquois. (Lake Onterio)
as the cronicle of the time gives it--osur warrior happened to ¢ight a
large fleet of Iroquoie canoes actually in full speed towards him.

Yig comvaniong® firzt thought was for the fligk® ond would have been
quick to it too, but electrified by their Chief who then criedotb

them "not so! camarads, not eol ........%l&f ud po straight to then™.

0]

As quick as told, they . executed the command. The moment they vere
J 41 - 3 4 £ 2 1 A 3 ‘/ 4
ready for the hand to hand fight, Lhateistary, was by ~magterly

Jump” maide - the Iroquols chief's cano%i which he had marked

by the size and equipment...Then tne firet man he reached had his

gcalp eplitten by a e ke of his a; \ soad
- P =P by & etr8£8 of hies axe, and right after, two more men
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of the same canoe were nreciﬁgted into the lake by a wing
of hies right arm. A moment after he waes seen floundering int. the

3 e n

Ticuid element with the regt of the occupant whom he had cearried

4

behind him by causing *he

=

ool to capglive~--~now ewimming with one hand
he gtrikegs and masggacregs with the other all Lthoowe within hie reach.
The other cancegs amazed at (he ansuspected dicplay of such

& heMulean valor, the like of which they had never witnesced,
geeing them:elves venquished by antiecipation, sought bY a.AMm*k

course c» lace o)[ Aecmm'h( in /&b»H\uMT irtouce ‘Tmm Yhot™

superhuman @eﬁ'@*

_LKO%&hHlpj\Y our hero returned to thig own canoe and =ta rhui *or
ec\
thoge who were et111 in the lake and &m Q?é% w+g¥ their involuntary

he brought prigoners in his country--to

beth, whom, after rescuing)

dignoze of as guch....

Thie men, Ahatsisteri, wae horn a warrior. War was for him
like the breath of hig soul, ase also hie whole 1life had been a serieS$
of comuate.

But a thing worbthy of note in thig famoug barbarian was that
hig warring humor instead of interfering with his becoming a Chrictian

b} s

did but help in obringing about his conversion, as

W
@

ghall see by the

following account.

e

probation hefbre~aTmission
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Huron warrior, worthy of the artique Hercz of Rome und Cartapes§ -

i% moct be remarked, was subjected to a long pericd of probation before
admigeion to Baptism...not that he ever was inwardly adverce to the

Christian Paith, eince he took from the begianing a real concern in tae
true Religion--guch concern-.asg to prompt him to apply for

N ) _ . Lall along )
then,and maintained this attiftud™ withdut faltering; none the less,t

Daptism right

5

63

lissdonaries were barring him from the ritualistic entry of the Church.

They differed hie Baptism because of certain pagan nracticegs cof an

idolatric nature to which he acdhered and would not readily give up, al-

thonpgh otherwise affording in his moral conduct nothing why he ghould not

be sccrpted as a fit candiflate to Baptism. At lastyafter

yearg of patient
s howi \z\w\ .
expec&tation)i&e}gy% ~-;£&?W%§ & courge of instructions &8 CRewTing
cempterent ‘é
@ﬁ-ﬁ*f—%fé%rﬁat@ﬁ&-ﬁ%@ﬁé@ﬁe&§;a@§§¢¥ed, that last®*the whole winter, during
" hwe Yo ol pradi

. . ; A " e Poopan weh o :
which pressmetien, tho agpizantles renunciationYhaving ﬁ;en satiefactorily
demonstrated, Ahatiietari was then alloved 'to preg2rt himeelf with the

other Catechumens at the Miggion 3Ste Marie fo - s

ga ar & final examination.! Actor
dingly | ;
on the day appointed wa: he seen at the micshon amonpet the other aspiran

%

:

Bisz anewers to the anestions nroved S“ﬁiSf&CtOAV c¢ince he came out with a
p ¥ e/

ment all in

ur of his aidission to the Sacram

ud
av rament to Le administered tvo days hence

Judg
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on Holy Saturda
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Before preoceeding eny farther with our Hero, let us take heed of
what was revealed of his paet life as a recalt of his test examination.
Incidently with other questions the Prie$t interogated nim as to hie inner

feelings relatively to the Jacrament of I

aptiem. Our congpicdous ,Catecumen
enswered in a way that although t -

ypical,wag a _
thé came time a-convinecing ples in his
o oat lesue.....

L ¢
true revelation of his sgoul and ot

v

favor ags to the point toacham
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Woaith -ig - deeply sect in the bottom of my heart,” he sald to the
Father, "m; demeaner during the whole winter is a sufficient guarantee
of the verity of my work. In a few days Imuet etart again for the war;
now if I happen to be ki'led during the combat, while still & nagan,
whare shall my soul go? "If you could see throukh my heart ag clearly

ag doeg the Magter of our liveg you would have already made me a chrbe-

tian a long time and sc the fear of nell would not be haunting me &ll

(o
o]

the time, but specidlly,whon by affronting the enemy, Lexpcee myself
death. What chall I do then if you do not baptize me? I cannot haptize
mgself.'All I can do is to declare gincerely to you how Iyearn to beconm
a Christdan, and after that if my soul happen to fall into the hand of
the devil for dying unbaptized the fault shall Le onto you. Anyway,l
ghall never stop praying to GOd now that 1 know Him, perhaps He will
have mercy on me, gince He is, & you say, £0 kindly dicposed toward
men,even more still then the Blackrobe...”

—\When and how the thoupght cf ever becoming a christian sometime in

your life bepan to take shape in your braln...?" agked the Fa ther.

1 _ )
— Iong ago, even before the coming of the Qlacxrobe~ the answer wag, T

have been many timee prescerved from peril wherein moet of my camarades

4

perighed...I knew very well, it wa

0]

not by myszelf if I were thus rekued
from danger. 1}y inner conscience was telling me that a certain Genius

more poverful that any of those who are femiliar to my compatriote,and

m

whom I knew not, wag agegigting me with hie eaving succour,
"While the Hurone were attributing 11 their gool Juck to their
dreame, on ny rart I was convinced that all their fanciful theories

A L.
were but cenceleseg aberatlonr-ﬂknew nought else beyond that.
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"But the moment 1 heard of the great God that ye, Black-Rébes,
are preaching and what that Jesus Christ had done on earth, I re-
cognized Him and resolved to acknowledge Him all my life. Going to
war, morning and night, I recommended myself to Him. From Him, I am
sure, came all my victories.. In Him I believe. In Hie Name I ack of

you to bantize me,

¢}

0 that after my death thie Jesus mipght be merciful

toward me onto sgglvation.”

[as

After such a plea it would have been criminal to affliet with a

refusgal such a heavenly marked csoul, and the Father either could by
no means think of denying him any longery & favor so pgenuinely desgired.
Our hero was baptized very few days after,if not even on the
following, on Holy Saturday, together with that cubstantial batch of
Hurong, &g desgceribed in the beginning, making their first Hol,  Communion
on the Zagter 3Sumday that folloved their baptiesm.
In the same week, our neophyte Zustache (name given him at his
baptiem) wag already starting with a few other Huron braves, military

equipped, to join groups already gone ahead on the war-path...

Ahateigtari'e (Canture and Death.

On the thirteenth of June of'%he year 1642, a flotilla of
twelve canoeg mounted by forty sturdy iurons, was pulliang off on

the emall river running 8t the foot of Fort 3te. llarie, en-route to
Quebec. The voyage, especially at that time was beset with dangers,
greatly exposced to eventual attacks by the lurking Iroquois always

in resdinegs from their leire to open fire on travellers.

Nothing but extreme necegegity could motivate a voyage in such

circumetanceg. The Migsiona

)

ies were in dire need of new supplies.

For two consecutive year: already, in comsequence of that hatefy)
) 1tefy
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tate of hostilitie

[¢7}
i

. &ll comnuniications had been cut off witha
~waebec which wue then the uniquae provisoning hase for all the tndisan.
Migeions in this part of the country... notﬁithstandinp that, ag they
were £0 hard prevcweed, over there, the, haa to gu. Accordingly the
crew wag a gelection of Chrietisn. nurone tanen among the bravest;

those who vollunteered were read, to sacrifice even iwneir lives for the
sueccese of the undervaking. Iia welinitive the whole flcti la wag placed
under the captainship of our neophyte Zustache Ahatesisturi se one ves=i

repaved ki @VOLY [EPULU, comidmim—rs® Ll mainly for his bravery and mili-

Father JOgues was the one wmiscionary priest choegen to accompany
the travellers,,.sent by tihe Superiom of the Hurons Micsions to act in his

name at Quebec, and negogiatc &own there the affaire of the Miggions.

They succeeded on their down to reach Quebec without having t9 res-
ord any ircident with, the eneny .
After fifteen days epent in buseness operations ana fixing the cargo,,
the flotilla was on ite way back, laden with supqlies mostl; intended for
the Miseionaries. The party was cheerful, gounting much in their dev-
out confidence upon the same heavenly protection for a happy return to

their country.
Our travellere had already ascend the 3t.Laurence up to Three-Rivers,

(ninety miles above Quebec)and ever pasgt that town ‘the distance of about .-
/ .
thiny miles,when they were surprised Ly an ambuched party of Iroquoirs waiting
for them. Under their sudden vplley of deadly shote, confusion first set

in amongst the travellers, and then rout follded soon after...The few bra-

ves only who afforded resistance in the panic could by no means sustain the



shock * The desagter was materially complete for those Hurons and the who=-

le body of Misgeionaries at the Hurone'..thes -msguli--most lamentable mora]-

1ly. Apart those wh found security. . ir. ‘@ swift.. £flight * through
the woodg, all fell into tne aande of the attackere ag war capt-

iveg. Twenty out of fourty were involved in the same cslemity and in face
of the same awful fate...

Among those captives, *o0 mention a few nameg, the mogt conspicu-
ous wae the JeSuit Isasac Jogues(now a Saint). After him,comes Rmné Goupil-
(un donné) a voluntadry domestie. who was in hie captivity to win the
crown of Sainthood by dyineg a martyr at the hands of the Iroquois at the
0ld Mohawk village, Aseccrnenon,today Aucresville...In third instance let
ug name he with whom we are prime@rely interested, pur Hero, the valient

a
Anetsistari...all thege forming with their commanioms group destined to

woret potentiel fate or earth &t the hands of their captore. They were
tightly bound ae as war captives, and as such immediately subjected to al

£ ) : 5 $ e 5 iz S50 38 5 5 -
gorte 0of , tortures which those hainocus and vindicative savages used to aff-

lie! their victime with 'in such eventualities, oy, BB

The *oriyve

&

Tn +his momentous circomstance and fierce encounter just descri-
bed, it would ceem that Ahatsisteri's war star had grown dim even altog-
ether eclivneed gince he wae then for-once gefeated, and by his very capture
reduced now to & complete dicability.
Events under the fimmament of the heaveng have sometimes stran-
ge and incomprehensgible turns. A man' s eéarthly destiny ie quickly chan-

ged and and for a =aintly individual it is always for hie better goodos

[ 1 ¥ DA N7y A N . i O L xr P
superior ndvantage, even if aPsrently or scenrding to the viesible worlg



they spellcatastrophe, huiliation, suffrings and misery...It wac so

with our Hero.

N

The preat God of Heaven who had presided over his military sucO

eg

L]

es gince hig youth, has equally presided at hig defeat for his grea-
ter glorification, i.e.to place him under snother Guiding Star of & more
subtantial lustee..to make him shine henceforth ag a christian hero- and:as

wonder to all, by hie superhuman indurance, humility and firmness in the

abyss of woes wherein hig hig revengeful énemies have plonged him.
Here let it besaid for Ahateistari(s lagting military reputation that
hie bravery has been the causce of his capture.As ha had been the first on

2

the defence, and che wost advanee .to the -front,,so has he been the firgt %

“d )

be caupht.
Let ue quote whe* his Holy commanion and Father in Christ, Fether
kS L7 - ]
Jicgues, wrote of him in thié connection.
"At last they brought to shore thig brave Gnristian Captain, Rust-

o

. ey

ache Ahatsistari, who,as he saw me, exclaaimed: "AhY Mon Pére, I had sw

onto you ﬁh&frf mould live or die with yeo!
"Hie sigh%? oontinﬁee the holy Missionér&, "transpierced my hesart.
I svroke a few wordg to him, but I do not remenber what I t01ld him right
ththen.
"Among all our Huron captiveg," always according to Father Jogueg,
"the most illustrious was the valiant Eustache.”

As an excese of tortures above those exercised against the others

L

he (Eustache)had his thumbs cut off, &nd the dolorous amputation performed,
by forcey
had bypwsemeec a charp reed introduc&®d into the gagtly cut, and mede tear

it way through fibers and nervee of higs forearms ap to elbows.

The Holy Jesuit geing such cruelty could not withhold hige tears
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that were rplling down hie cheeks from his flooded gyesy-s0 great wag his
commasgion for the suflferer. Upon noticing the fact, the heroic patient,
fearing that his torturers might interpret these tears in the eyes of his
good Master as an effect of fear for himeel, forgetful of his own tprtureg
t01d them, in defence of the Jesuit's reputation. that the tears which ¥&
were filling hie eyes emerged from hie heart through dympaty for him as
their unique cause, not at all drawn from any feeling of fear."For", he
said: "you can bear testimony that you have never seen him cry or weep in
in torture, nor his face lose anything of ite gerenity.

Upon this, the future Saint and Martyre replied to his dearest
feiend and disciple: ™"Although my suffringe are immense, they are noteso
painful to my body as thine pitiful condition ie to my heart...Courage %

dearest friend, Ve to whose eyee nothing pasces unnoticed sghall know now
to reward hereafter all what thou art now suffering on earth for hig love.
"I am keeping memory of those many fortifying tiuthe of our Holy
Religion,"replied Eustachk, "it is why I will etand firm onto death." In
fact
hig constancy has alwaye been admirable, and his endurance guperhuman.

The day previous to their capture, as if moved by an inner pren-
niton of the tragical fate that wae awaiting them, /while at Three-Rivers,
the whole Huron sqaad agreed in having & fraternal reunion, & kink of

revival meeting in which, after going to confeseion, they mutually exhor-
tzgchgthe}g in the Lord in order to dispose their souls to bravely meet with
an;, fate or calamity that might befall them on their long joufné& nome-

ward.

The way those good @hristians acted in the circomstance reminds

one an agsembley of early times @hristiane placed in face of their perseg.
utorsg

ex i
horting eacp others to matyrdom.
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"Tet us remember, Brothers,"broke out one most recommendable one
foﬁﬁis age and vertue, "we did not embraced the Faith to be preserved
of all evile of earth,..but we did embrace it to save our souls and to
be happy up sbove in Heaven..."and continued on this stirring theme to
the end of hies harangue, after which they all swore fidelity to God.
Then they started one at a time to speak oul in.a. fervorino.his own
feelings.
It was coon Ahatgistari's turn to epeak. "Could it &ver be,"
he began, "that any of us might - give up believing in God gyen if we shaild
undergo
burnts onto death at the hande of our enemiesg, Ac for me, if gver I hap=
pen to fall into the hande of the Irocuois, I cannot expect to escape .7
alife, but before they put me to death I chall tell them of the. great
God who made the univers...o%@eternal fire below prepared for éli guch-
as would not honor Him.?f‘%place of infinit happeness in Heaven--everl-
asting abode of our immortal coule and of our bodies that shall arise
impasgible on the great Resurrection-Day...To this I shall adéd that in
thece eternal Truthe is found the object of my consolation and pergever-
ance...They may then let loose against my body all the instruments of
their cruelty, They may bhe able to drain my life with my blood out of
my body, but to extirpaté from my heart the thought that after my death
I ehall enjoj an infinit hapbeness beyond the gky, they shall never do.
agtgng . :
- déy S & hE1EE had' ~hardly, this magnanimous Indian wag suddenly placed
with his hrave companions in face of of the very apprehended foe.
There, ae soon ag the fire openned, our Hero was seen with his armms
in hands and a cry onto God on the defensive; and without relenting his

ardor in the fight, one could hear his voice resounding above all the

clamorg of the combat: nGreat God!?@ﬁﬁ%&f alone is.my4 recourse,,,"
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,;;igght and submit hig will to the yolk of Christ. Thou ghall tell

them moreover, that I am go convinced of these truths taught us by
the Black Robes as to certify that unless they follow the path of God,
we ghall be forever separated in after death. As for me in any place

}f whateoever I might happen to be on earth. I mean to live and expire

| in God.
\ On the following day, thismagnanimous Indian.wag.suddenly pleaced

like a swarm of Vanpires emerged into

{ in face of his terrible foes who,
the defen-

cight; then as scoon, arms in hande and & cry to God he was on

give; and without relenting his ardor in the fight, one could he&ar hie

. o WY g ( +
voice resounding above all the clamoors of the combat: Breat God, to

R PSS

iﬂ:gggwgloue have I recourse...." =

He was the firet caught ag hig intrepedity had him exposed most
to the front.

Thie great God whom BEustach Ahatsistari so confidently invoked,
heart his prayer, indeed, and also brought him suceour, in a way beet
poegitle in piving him the supernatural gtrength to endare the cruel

torments inflicted to him after being tied to the stake, with a psa-

P ¥ N wﬁ;mw Boslag
torments tnflicted to him while &t the stake. Pirebrands, burning coals,
| sharp

intrunents of many kinde--red hoj or otherwise, weére in no way absent

LZugtache A-pns, :
in hie execuulon...Oul'@ero)%uffere feverdutorture_withoat & moan nor

& cry...with a patience and resignation worthy of a Martyr of Christ,

preaching God to his executioners up to the end....
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